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A landlor mnnot eviet a fenant in retaliation

for exercising its legal rights, such as making
a complaint to a housing inspecior. The most’
common reason for eviction is nonpayment

of rent. To evict a tenant for' nonpayment, a

landlord must file the following documents in'

the distriet court where the property is located.

Demand for Possession or Payment.
Lease (if onc exists).

Suinnons.

Complamnt.
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A Demand for Possession or Payment (the
Demand) is the first step in an eviction for
nonpaviment of rent. The D@BE& is the
landlord’s formal written notice to the tenant
that the landlord intends to evict the tenant
unless it pays past due rent within 7 days.

If the tenant has paid the rent, or if the tenant
behieves there is a good reason why it does not

owe the rent, it may challenge the eviction in

court. A& common defense to eviction is the
landlord’s lwlure to keep the premises in good
ropatr.

IT the tenant does not pay the rent as demanded,

the landlord may file an eviction action with
the courl. The tenant will then be served with
a copy of the landlord’s complaint, along with
a summons stating where and when the tenant
should appear. Because they contain important
information, the summons and complaint should
be read very carefully.

At the time set for trial, the tenant may ask
the court to adjourn the hearing to obtain legal
assistance. The tenant should, however, be
ready (o explain to the court why it believes

no-rent is due. If th  .apayment is based on
the condition of the p.emises or.the landlord’s
failure to repair, photographs ‘of the conditions
are often very persuasive.

In actions based on nonpayment of rent, even if
the court H&om mmm.cpmw the tenant, the tenant can
avoid mﬁomom by wmﬁwm ‘the’ mBoEn of rent that
the court has determined is @mmﬁ due within 10
days om mua %&MBQE mc&pﬂ. if the tenant loses,
it mwmo wmm 10 mmﬁ 3 mowmo the &mwﬁm file a
motion or appeal, or move out of the premises.

Unless the tenant takes one of the foregoing
actions within Ho.,mm%m after eniry of -the
judgment, an order will be issued aﬁmoqu
the court officer to remove the tenant and mm
mowmou& @Ho@ma m.oE the @Hnﬁawm

mZoﬁn” There are muocbam for eviction other than

nonpayment of rent. If the tenancy is month-to-

month, the landlord may terminate the tenancy
and evict the tenant onone month’s notice even

if the'rent has been paid in full. The form used

n maow Bmﬁmmonm Nm wZoﬁow to OEW )

UNLAWEUL EVICTION

A landlord is precluded from using selfhelp to
evict a tenant. The Iandlord must first go to court
and obtain an mmwaownm% order. Additionally,
a landlord cannot harass the tenant or try to
make the tenant move out by doing any of the

following:.

1. Using force or threatening to use force.

2. Remowing, withholding, or destroying
personal property of the tenant.

3. Changing, altering, or ar g locks or
security:devices to the rentai premises.

4. Boarding up the premises which prevents or
makes entry difficult. .

5. WWBo&mm doors, a«ﬁ@pﬁ.m or locks.

6. Omdﬂmm mwm mrﬁ-om,o or Eﬂcﬁc@wos ow gas,
émﬁﬂ OH &moﬁn mmpﬁoa

7. Causing loud noises, a bad odor or other
nuisance.

A tenant may sue a landlord who does any of
these Eﬁmm. and if the claim is proved, the
tenant is entitled to recover its moﬁ& damages
or $200.00 (whichever is oHomﬂva ‘Additionally,
if the landlord uses actual force, the damages
may be tripled. Damages may include things
such as lost or agmqnm. @HO@QJ or the cost of
other Hommgm.

,,ﬁﬂ,cg.abﬁmmmm,
Utility services are a basic need. Utilities include
gas, water and electric service. Usually, tenants
put the utilities in'their own name and are billed
directly for their use: However, some landlords
choose tokeep the utilities in’their own 'name
and charge the tenant the-amount of the bill or
pass the cost onto mﬁ tenant by Eor&:pq : n
the rent. ,

IF HﬁZ% T ,@H@Q%M@m
. ARE SHUTOFF:

Contact the utility immediately.
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. Determine the reason for the shutoff,



